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Southern Rep Producing Artistic Director 
Ryan Rilette to leave in March

Board of Directors begins a national search for Rilette’s replacement 

New Orleans—Southern Rep’s Producing Artistic Director Ryan Rilette announced this week that he will leave Southern Rep in mid-March 2008. He has been named the new Managing Director at Marin Theatre Company (MTC) in Mill Valley, CA,.

“This has been an incredibly difficult decision,” Rilette said. “My family and I love New Orleans, but this is a job that I just can’t pass up – it’s just too good of an opportunity for me professionally. I’m confident that with the staff and board we have in place, under the leadership of Managing Director Aimée Hayes and Board President Bernie Jaffe, Southern Rep will continue to thrive and grow.”

Currently in his sixth season, Rilette revamped and rejuvenated Southern Rep, which before Rilette’s appointment had experienced a dramatic drop in attendance and community support.  During his tenure, the theatre has thrived by focusing on new play development and production.  Rilette has overseen ten world premiere productions, five of which have gone on to subsequent productions, including two commissioned works about Hurricane Katrina, Rising Water by John Biguenet and The Breach by Catherine Filloux, Tarell McCraney, and Joe Sutton.  Under Rilette’s guidance, the company also joined the National New Play Network, a prestigious consortium of theatres dedicated to the continued life of new work, of which he is the Executive Committee Secretary.

Southern Rep’s community outreach programs have also expanded under Rilette’s guidance.  He introduced free student matinees for local schoolchildren; discount student tickets; Academy SRT, which offeres training for theatre professionals; and a new component, The Louisiana Writers Project, which will bring writers into local classrooms beginning next year. Within the theatre community, Rilette took the lead in developing a Unified Scene/Prop Shop, which shares storage space and a shop for scenery construction. Under his leadership, Southern Rep has also served as a fiscal agent for a number of the city’s emerging theaters, including Krewe des Sept Productions and The Nola Project. 

Rilette’s substantial work at Southern Rep has recently been recognized by the Governor’s Arts Awards, which named Southern Rep as Louisiana’s Outstanding 
Arts Organization in 2007. 

“I am delighted to be partnering with Ryan at MTC to begin the next phase of the company’s growth,” said Jasson Minadakis, Artistic Director of Marin Theater Company. “His passion, leadership, and talent will be a wonderful addition to MTC as well as to the Bay Area theatre community.  We are incredibly lucky and excited to have added an outstanding administrative leader as well as a gifted artist to our company and community.”

Board President Dr. Bernard Jaffe said of Rilette’s departure, “Ryan has been instrumental in rebuilding Southern Rep, but he is leaving us fiscally sound with a strong board and management team in place.” Jaffe has announced a national search for Rilette’s replacement. Rilette will oversee the transition to a new Artistic Director before his departure on March 14, 2008.  
Southern Rep’s mission is to develop and produce new plays by American playwrights, to provide our audience with professional theater of the highest artistic quality and achievement, and to establish a creative working environment that nurtures theatre professionals.  As New Orleans’ premiere professional theatre we strive to use the artistry of theater to enlighten, educate, and entertain audiences, and aim to extend that service through educational and outreach programs.  For more information, please visit www.southernrep.com or call 504-522-6545.
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